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1
TUBULAR DEVICE AND ACTUATOR

BACKGROUND

Actuators that are used in connection with tubular systems,
such systems being for, for example, carbon dioxide seques-
tration and hydrocarbon production, employ a variety of
motive devices. Electrical motors, solenoids, shape memory
alloys and hydraulic systems, are a few of the motive devices
successfully employed. Each motive device has specific
advantages as well as drawbacks and each finds applications
to which they are well suited. A wide variety of ever changing
and expanding applications results in operators of tubular
systems remaining receptive to new actuators employing new
motive devices

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

A tubular device including a tubular having a continuous
wall and a substantially constant inner radial dimension and
an outer surface that varies in radial dimensions configured to
lessen a reduction in a longitudinal dimension of the tubular
in response to radial expansion of the tubular in comparisonto
a reduction in the longitudinal dimension of a constantly-
dimensioned-inner-and-outer-radially-surfaced-tubular
made of a same material as the tubular.

An actuator including the tubular device and a hollow
cylindrical member positioned radially of the tubular device
being attached to the tubular device at a first longitudinal
location and not attached to the tubular device at a second
longitudinal location such that radial expansion of the tubular
device causes actuational relative movement between the
tubular device and the hollow cylindrical member at the sec-
ond longitudinal location.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The following descriptions should not be considered lim-
iting in any way. With reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, like elements are numbered alike:

FIG. 1 depicts a perspective view of a tubular device dis-
closed herein;

FIG. 2 depicts an cross sectional end view of the tubular
device of FIG. 1,

FIG. 3 depicts a perspective view of the tubular device of
FIG. 1 with a portion of the tubular removed; and

FIG. 4 depicts a perspective view of an actuator employing
the tubular device of FIG. 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A detailed description of one or more embodiments of the
disclosed apparatus and method are presented herein by way
of exemplification and not limitation with reference to the
Figures.

Referring to FIGS. 1-3, a tubular device disclosed herein is
illustrated at 10. The tubular device 10 has a tubular 14 with
a continuous wall 18 that defines a fluid tight barrier between
an inside 22 and an outside 26 of the tubular 14. An inner
surface 30 of the tubular 14 has a constant radial dimension 34
(FIG. 2) while an outer surface 38 of the tubular 14 varies in
radial dimension 42. As such walls 18 of the tubular 14 vary
in thickness 50. The outer surface 38 is configured to cause
the tubular 14 to change its longitudinal dimension 54 in
response to radial expansion of the tubular 14 a different
amount than a hollow cylindrical member (see member 112
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of FIG. 4), for example, that is made of a same material as the
tubular 14 and has inner and outer radial surfaces with a
constant dimension.

The ratio of a change in a first dimension of an object to the
change of a second dimension of the object (oriented trans-
verse to the first dimension) that is changed in response to
being loaded (either in tension or compression) is called the
Poisson’s ratio. Typical materials and structures have Pois-
son’s ratios of 0.3 to 0.5. This means that if an object is
stretched by 1.0 unit of measure in the first dimension that the
object will shrink by 0.3-0.5 units of measure in the transverse
dimensions. Similarly, if an object were compressed by 1.0
units of measure in the first dimension the object would grow
by 0.3-0.5 units of measure in the transverse dimensions.
Embodiments of the tubular device 10 disclosed herein are
configured such that the geometry of the tubular 14 causes the
tubular 14 to have a Poisson’s ratio that is less than a hollow
cylindrical member made of a same material as the tubular 14.
In fact, the tubular 14 disclosed herein may have a negative
Poisson’s ratio. In embodiments that have a negative Pois-
son’s ratio the second (transverse) dimension moves in a
same direction as the first dimension. In other words, when
the first dimension increases the second dimension also
increases. Referring again to FIGS. 1-3, for embodiments of
the tubular device 10 disclosed herein wherein the Poisson’s
ratio is negative, the longitudinal dimension 54 increases in
response to an increase, or expansion, of the radial dimension
34.

The reduced or negative Poisson’s ratio of the tubular 14 is
due to the varying radial dimension 50 of the walls 18. This
variation is a result of the configuration of the outer surface 38
relative to the inner surface 30. In the embodiment illustrated
the outer surface 38 has a plurality of pyramidal-shaped-
protrusions 58 defined by peaks 62 and valleys 66, while the
inner surface 30 is smooth with constant radial dimension 34.
Although the pyramidal-shaped-protrusions 58 in the Figures
are positioned in rows 70 and columns 74 along the outer
surface 38, alternate embodiments are contemplated. In fact,
alternatives to the outer surface 38 are covered by the claims
herein as along as the Poisson’s ratio of the tubular with the
alternate outer surface is less than the Poisson’s ratio of a
tubular of the same material having constantly dimensioned
inner and outer radial surfaces.

Referring to FIG. 4, an actuator employing the tubular
device 10 is illustrated at 110. The actuator 110 includes a
hollow cylindrical member 112 illustrated herein as having an
inner radial surface 124 and an outer radial surface 128 with
constant radial dimensions that is positioned immediately
radially inwardly of the tubular 14. The hollow cylindrical
member 112 has walls 116 of substantially constant thickness
120. As such, expanding the hollow cylindrical member 112
radially outwardly will cause a similar radial outward expan-
sion of the tubular 14. The hollow cylindrical member 112
and the tubular 14 of the embodiment shown are made of the
same material, which can be metal, polymeric or other. Since,
as described above, the tubular 14 as disclosed has less lon-
gitudinal contraction as a result of radial expansion than does
the hollow cylindrical member 112 as both are radially
expanded the hollow cylindrical member 112 will longitudi-
nally contract or shrink a greater amount than does the tubular
14. Since the tubular 14 and the hollow cylindrical member
112 are fixedly attached to one another at a first longitudinal
location 132 and are not attached to one another at a second
longitudinal location 136 there will be relative longitudinal
movement between the tubular 14 and the hollow cylindrical
member 112 at the second longitudinal location 136. By
attaching the tubular 14 and the hollow cylindrical member



US 9,163,615 B2

3

112 to movable portions of a tool (not shown) this differential
longitudinal movement can be used to actuate the tool
attached thereto.

While the invention has been described with reference to
an exemplary embodiment or embodiments, it will be under-
stood by those skilled in the art that various changes may be
made and equivalents may be substituted for elements thereof
without departing from the scope of the invention. In addi-
tion, many modifications may be made to adapt a particular
situation or material to the teachings of the invention without
departing from the essential scope thereof. Therefore, it is
intended that the invention not be limited to the particular
embodiment disclosed as the best mode contemplated for
carrying out this invention, but that the invention will include
all embodiments falling within the scope of the claims. Also,
in the drawings and the description, there have been disclosed
exemplary embodiments of the invention and, although spe-
cific terms may have been employed, they are unless other-
wise stated used in a generic and descriptive sense only and
not for purposes of limitation, the scope of the invention
therefore not being so limited. Moreover, the use of the terms
first, second, etc. do not denote any order or importance, but
rather the terms first, second, etc. are used to distinguish one
element from another. Furthermore, the use of the terms a, an,
etc. do not denote a limitation of quantity, but rather denote
the presence of at least one of the referenced item.

What is claimed:

1. A tubular device comprising a tubular having a continu-
ous wall and a substantially constant inner radial dimension
over a longitudinal portion of the tubular and an outer surface
that varies in radial dimensions over the longitudinal portion,
the longitudinal portion being configured such that a rate of
reduction in a longitudinal dimension of the longitudinal
portion in response to radial expansion of the longitudinal
portion is less than a rate of reduction of a longitudinal dimen-
sion of a constantly-dimensioned-inner-and-outer-radially-
surfaced-tubular made of a same material as the tubular.
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2. The tubular device of claim 1, wherein the rate of reduc-
tion in the longitudinal dimension of the longitudinal portion
is actually a growth in the longitudinal dimension of the
longitudinal portion.

3. The tubular device of claim 1, wherein the longitudinal
portion has a negative Poisson’s ratio.

4. The tubular device of claim 1, wherein the continuous
wall of the longitudinal portion defines a fluid tight barrier.

5. The tubular device of claim 1, wherein the outer surface
includes pyramidal-shaped-protrusions.

6. The tubular device of claim 5, wherein the pyramidal-
shaped-protrusions are oriented in at least one of rows and
columns on the outer surface.

7. The tubular device of claim 1, wherein the continuous
wall varies in thickness due to the outer surface varying in
radial dimensions.

8. The tubular device of claim 1, wherein the constant inner
radial dimension defines an inner surface that is smooth.

9. An actuator, comprising:

the tubular device of claim 1; and

a hollow cylindrical member positioned radially of the

tubular device being attached to the tubular device at a
first longitudinal location and not attached to the tubular
device at a second longitudinal location such that radial
expansion of the actuator causes actuational relative
movement between the tubular device and the hollow
cylindrical member at the second longitudinal location.

10. The actuator of claim 9 wherein the hollow cylindrical
member has a tubular shape.

11. The actuator of claim 10 wherein the hollow cylindrical
member has a positive Poisson’s ratio that is different than a
Poisson’s ratio of the longitudinal portion.

12. The actuator of claim 9 wherein a Poisson’s ratio of the
longitudinal portion is negative and a Poisson’s ratio of the
hollow cylindrical member is positive.

13. The actuator of claim 9 wherein the hollow cylindrical
member has walls of substantially constant thickness.

14. The actuator of claim 9 wherein the hollow cylindrical
member is made of the same material as the tubular.

#* #* #* #* #*



